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1. Statistics on applications in Japan 
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(1) Changes in the number of applications for utility model registration in Japan 

After switching to new utility model system that is a non-examination system in 1994, 

the number of applications for utility model registration has gone down year by year.  

In response to this situation, for enhancing convenience of the system, the revised Japan 

Utility Model Law came into effect as from April 2005 based on the main points, i.e., i) 

Extension of term of utility model right, ii) Reduction of utility model registration fees, 

iii) Expansion of acceptable scope of correction and iv) Introduction of patent 

application system where a patent application can be filed based on a registered utility 

model.  Following the enforcement of this revised utility model system, the number of 

applications for utility model registration came to 11,386 in 2005 and it went up by 43% 

from 2004.  After that, the number has gone down every year and it was 7,984 in 2011. 

 

 

(2) Changes in the number of preparations for registrability report 

In a new utility model system without conducting any substantive examination, it is 

mandatory for the owner of a utility model right or exclusive licensee to give a warning 

in the form of a report of technical opinion as to registrability of the utility model 

(registrability report), in exercising his/her right (Article 29bis of the Utility Model Law).  

For this technical opinion that serves as materials helping parties concerned make a 

determination on the registrability of utility model, the Examiner shall establish the 

opinion as to the novelty, an inventive step and so on of a utility model as filed, and 

notify the opinion in the form of a report to a person who has made a request for that 

report (Article 12, and 13 of the Utility Model Law). 

The number of preparations for registrability report has been decreasing every year, and 

it was 597 in 2011 (down 17 % from 2010). 
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2. Structure of the applications for utility model registration in Japan, China, and 

Korea 

 

The number of Utility model applications has been decreasing in Japan and in Korea 

whereas the number of applications in China has been increasing significantly.  Utility 

model applications as filed by nationals in 2011, amount to approximately 0.006M 

(6,000) in Japan, 0.58M (580,000) in China and 0.011M (11,000) in Korea.  The 

percentage of applications as filed by foreign nationals in the total number of 

applications for utility model registration has kept nearly 20% in Japan and nearly 

between 2 and 3% in Korea.  The number of applications as filed by foreign nationals 

in China has been increasing per se, however the number of applications as filed by 

Chinese nationals has been increasing significantly, and thus the percentage of 

applications as filed by foreign nationals has declined relatively. 
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CONTACT US: 
 
[ TOKYO OFFICE ] 
 Kasumigaseki Tokyu Bldg. 16F, 7-1, Kasumigaseki 3-chome,  
 Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-0013 JAPAN 
 Telephone : +81(0)3-3502-7211 (main) 
 Facsimile : +81(0)3-3502-7218/7219 
 
[ KANSAI OFFICE ] 
 8th Floor, Osaka-ya Kita No.5 Building, 14-35, 
 Nishinakajima 7-chome, Yodogawa-ku, Osaka, 532-0011 Japan 
 Telephone : +81 (6) 4806 1350 
 Facsimile : +81 (6) 4806 1351 

 

Email: ip-firm@tsukuni.gr.jp 

Websites: http://www.tsukuni.gr.jp/en/ 

 
This newsletter should not be interpreted as a legal/technical opinion for a specific case and the contents should not be taken as 
complete statements.  Should you require more advice or information, please contact us without reserve.  Your feedback would be 
always appreciated. 
 

 


